
 
May 2018 

Dear Parents: 
 
Your student has requested the 9th Grade Pre-AP English course for the upcoming school year. The purpose of this course 
is to offer promising students challenging work that will prepare them for Advanced Placement courses. 
 
Advanced Placement English courses are offered to eleventh and twelfth grade students. Upon successful completion of 
coursework, students may take AP examinations administered each year in May, and if successful, they will be awarded 
college English credit accepted by most universities. The Pre-AP courses offered in grades 6-10 develop reading, writing, 
and thinking skills necessary for success in AP courses. Reading selections for these courses represent concepts and/or 
reading selections frequently cited on Advanced Placement examinations.  
 
The 2018 Alvin ISD Pre-AP Summer Reading assignment will allow students to choose their own novels from a wide range 
of titles and lists. As a district, Alvin ISD believes that choice reading: 
 

● Promotes a love of reading by allowing students to engage with texts that align with their interests, tastes, and 
values. 

● Encourages students to interact with each other about their books in order to create rich literacy communities. 
● Combats the gap in achievement most students incur due to summer reading loss. 
● Gives students an incentive to read more which is the best known predictor of high reading success. 

 
Students will be expected to choose and read a grade-level appropriate novel that has not been previously read. Then, 
students will complete a one pager (described in the attachment) to be turned in on August 29, 2018. 
 

 

 
Pre-AP courses are more rigorous than on-level courses and are meant to prepare students for Advanced Placement 
courses in high school, so students should make every attempt to choose a novel that challenges them in some way. 
If you are unsure of whether or not a novel meets this criteria, these tools can help you and/or your student make a 
grade-level appropriate novel choice: 
 

● Scholastic Book Wizard (https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/)  (gives grade level range) 
● Lexile level http://www.lexile.com (high school lexile level should be between 960 and 1355) 

 
 
Please encourage your child to complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for their project presentation at the 
beginning of the school year.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 
 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Liptack Glen Russell 
Secondary ELA Director of Curriculum and Instruction Secondary ELA Curriculum Coordinator 
 
 

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/
http://www.lexile.com/


Please sign and return to your student’s current English teacher. 

My child and I have received notice of the summer assignment for Ninth Grade 
PreAP and will comply. We understand that the completion date for this assignment 
is August 29, 2018, just a little over one week after the first day of school. 

 
 
In the fall of 2018 my child will attend: 

 
_____ Alvin High School 

 
_____ Manvel High School 
 
_____ Shadow Creek High School 

 
 
Parent Printed Name  ________________________________________  

 

Parent Signature  ____________________________________________  
 

Student Printed Name  _______________________________________  
 

Student Signature  ___________________________________________  
 

Date  _______________________________________________________  
 
 
Current English Teacher’s Name  _______________________________  

 

Current Campus  _____________________________________________  
 
 
 
 

*** NOTE: If you do not wish to have your child enrolled in PreAP or AP English Language Arts, please contact the guidance 
counselor at your child’s school. 

 
  



 
 
 

DUE: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 
29th 

9th Grade PreAP English 
Summer Reading Book Choice 

 
This summer we are focusing on characterization in fiction texts. You should choose a fictional novel that 
you can discuss in class and that is appropriate to the level of text expected in a 9th grade PAP class. 
Choose something that is of interest to you personally. (see a list of possible sources on the first page) 

 
Reading Assignment 

As you read, focus on one character, noticing how the character behaves, how the other characters speak 
about him/her, and how the character changes. Mark passages that helps reveal the character you have 
chosen. (See attached example.) You should mark a minimum of 4-5 key passages. 

 
One Pager Assignment 

1. Describe your character in a complete sentence. 
● EX: Ponyboy Curtis from The Outsiders  

• Ponyboy is a smart, timid young man who realizes that sometimes standing up and fighting is 
worth it for family.  

2. Write a short analysis paragraph proving your characterization statement about the character 
using evidence classified as direct characterization from the novel.  

• Direct Characterization: occurs when the narrator or a character directly tells the audience 
about a character.  

 
3. Write a short analysis paragraph proving your characterization statement about the 

character using evidence classified as indirect characterization from the novel.  
• Indirect characterization: process by which the writer shows the character's 

personality through speech, actions and appearance.  
 

4. Write a short analysis paragraph proving your characterization statement about the 
character using evidence classified demonstrating their change.  

• Dynamic Character: undergoes a major transition in character, personality, or 
perspective.  

 
  



*****Example of blank One Pager. 
 
Describe your character in a complete sentence.  Provide evidence of direct characterization from 

your chosen book. 

Provide evidence of indirect characterization 
from your book. 

Provide evidence of the dynamic character from 
your book.  

 
*****Example of One Pager using The Outsiders as a book of choice. Please note that this is an 
example to help guide you in completing the summer reading assignment.  Because most of the 7th/8th 
grade students have read this book, it is not an option.  

 
 
Characterization Statement 
 

Ponyboy is a smart, timid young man who realizes 
that sometimes standing up and fighting is worth it for 
family.  

 

Evidence of direct characterization:  

Ponyboy reveals his smart timid nature when he 
describes his internal knowledge and behavior at the 
beginning of the book.  He knew he should have 
“waited to go to the movies,” but his choice to ignore 
that thought ignited the anger in the other 
characters.  But to avoid conflict, he “automatically 
hitched my thumbs in my jeans and slouched” and 
hoped this would be enough.  

Evidence of indirect characterization:  
 

 
Ponyboy continues to show his conflicting nature. 
When he was jumped, he knew he had to get the 
attention of someone, so he “started screaming” for 
help and “lay there and wondered,” rather than 
fighting the enemy.  Even after the fight, he knew 
couldn’t “just…say…to Darry” that he “wanted to 
start bawling,” so he remained silent.  

Evidence of change:  

In the last fight, Ponyboy “took the next-best size 
and jumped on him” to help his family in a fight.  He 
even had his “arms wrapped around the other Soc's 
neck and refused to let go” to help Dally.  Ponyboy 
found the bravery he needed to help.  

 


